
Madison County Solid Waste Board 
Minutes of Special Board Meeting 

Virginia City Solid Waste Site 
 

The Special Board meeting regarding the Virginia City Solid Waste Site was called to order on January 12, 
2009, at 10:15 a.m. in the conference room in the Panky house, by Chairman Jean Shipp. Members present 
were Jean Shipp, David Casebolt, Tikker Jones, Sarris Marsh, and Commissioner Marilyn Ross.  Others 
present were Ralph Hamler, Donna Gilman. Those also attending were Karen Brown townsperson, George 
L. Grice Jr., and George Means representing the town office of Virginia City and Robert Nevin owner of the 
Virginia City Site. 
 
Virginia City Solid Waste Site: 
 
Ralph gave background on the Virginia City Site and stated the reason for the special meeting was to 
negotiate an extension of the V.C. Site lease with Robert Nevin in hopes of keeping a site open in Virginia 
City. Once again a lengthy discussion was held as those representing Virginia City expressed the need for  a 
site to be kept open in their city. The site is used especially hard in the tourist months of April through 
August. The fear is that trash would just be tossed out anywhere or be put in the recycling binnies instead of 
taken to other sites to be disposed.  
  
Ralph made mention that of 9 Solid Waste Sites, Virginia City is the only site requiring a lease or payment at 
all. 
 
Discussion of moving the Virginia City Site to the Old Lagoon Site or the New Lagoon Site just outside of 
Nevada City were mentioned as possibilities. The Old Lagoon is owned by Virginia City the New Lagoon is 
owned by the State of Montana. The issue of accessibility will need to be addressed with both sites. It was 
noted that Virginia City is creating a walking trail around the Old Lagoon Site.  
 
Ralph has contacted the Department of Environmental Quality/Army of Corp of Engineers. They cannot dig 
any test holes until spring. Ralph is waiting for a response from the DEQ and the Army of Corp of Engineers 
for a determination. 
 
A comment was would it be  cost effective to try to create a new site when ultimately the future may be the 
closure of all small dump sites and the creation of one manned site that all garbage would be taken to.   
 
Robert Nevin joined the meeting at 10:35am. Ralph asked if he would consider extending the lease at 
$400.00/month through the end of August. Robert had hoped that we would have found other possibilities by 
now. After some discussion Robert agreed that he would allow the lease to extend to August 31, 2009 at 
$400.00/month.  Robert stated that he wanted to sell the property and that having the dump site prohibited 
interest in the property. 
 
Jean Shipp made a motion to recommend to the Commissioners to draw up a new lease for the existing site 
of the Virginia City Container Site to extend past the original ending date of February 28, 2009 to go through 
August 31, 2009. Sarris Marsh seconded all present voted aye with one vote no. Motion passed. 
 
In a separate motion Sarris made a motion to strike the previous motion of the December 17, 2008 meeting 
that Janet Dochnel made to recommend to the Commissioners to not negotiate a new lease for the existing 
site of the Virginia City Container Site when it expires February 28, 2009.  Tikker Jones seconded and all 
voted aye. Motion passed. Janet’s motion is null and void.   
 
Ralph will take the recommendation from the Solid Waste Board to the Commissioners meeting. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 A.M. 
Respectfully submitted by Donna Gilman 


